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This International Search Report consists of a total of _ 

|Xj It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



2. 
3. 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 
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PT| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

fX] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



| ) as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisk*) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 17.1(a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 
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P.O. Box 747 
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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
05 April 2001 (05.04.01) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
0175-0285FPC 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
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1 . Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,KP,KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

-AE,AG / AL,AM / AP / AT r AZ / BA / BB / BG # BR / BY / BZ / CA,CH / CN / CR / CU / CZ / DE / DK / DM f DZ / EA / EE / EP / ES, 

FI,GB,GD,GE,GH,GM,HR,HU,ID,IL,IN,IS,JP,KE,KG,KZ,LC,LK,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MA,MD,MG,MK, 

MN^W^X^Z.NO^Z^A^L^T.RO^U^D^E^G^^SK.SL^J^M^R^TTZ^A^G^Z^N^U, 
The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
05 April 2001 (05.04.01) under No. WO 01/23664 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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Applicant 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 


and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 




2. This REPORT consists of a total of 8 sheets, including this cover sheet. 




□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have j 


been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 


(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 


These annexes consist of a total of 


sheets. 




3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 




I S Basis of the report 






II □ Priority 






III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV □ Lack of unity of invention 




V S Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 


citations and explanations suporting such statement 




VI □ Certain documents cited 




VII S Certain defects in the international application 




VIII ^ Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 
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Name and mailing address of the international 
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^ European Patent Office 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-22 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-22 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-22 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item VIII Certain observations on th international application 

1 . It is obviously an essential feature of the present invention that it employs a 

(thermoplastic) polyester layer as covering for the sublimation dye image on the 
transfer sheet and eventually as (hot melt) binder for the image on the substrate 
[see in particular page 3, lines 23-26]. 

1.1 In the description it is stated that any polyester can be used and that the layer can 
•'include" polyacrylates and/or vinyl acetates [page 23, lines 25-28]. 

1 .2 It is not found plausible that any amount of any polyester in combination with any 
additives (as implicitly claimed) will in fact serve the intended purpose (Art. 33(3) 
and R. 6(3) PCT) [page 3, lines 23-26]. From the description it emanates that the 
polyester and the polyester composition must fulfill certain criteria such as having 
certain melting points in order to allow for the desired result. The claims are thus 
found to be unjustified broad and to lack sufficient support (Art. 5, 6 and R. 6.3(a) 
PCT). 

1 .3 Commonly "polyester" is interpreted as a material comprising a major amount of 
polyester resin (typically formed by polycondensation of (di)carboxylic acids with 
(di)hydroxyl alcohols). 

1 .4 However, the present description seems to induce doubt as to what the applicant 
would in fact consider as constituting a "polyester" or a "polyester layer" cf. the 
use of said terms in the claims. For instance, on page 22, line 18ff. it is stated that 
the polyester layer can comprise (a) a polyester or polyester/copolymer blend or 
acrylic dispersion , (b) an elastomeric emulsion, (c) water and (d) a plasticizer. As 
"acrylics" not necessarily are to be classified as "polyester" (although acrylic acid 
in theory can be used to form such), it would appear that the polyester layer does 
not need to contain any polyester in the classical sense (i.e. with the ester bonds 
sequentially placed in the polymer's main chain ). This introduces doubt as to the 
meaning and scope of the claims (Art. 6 PCT). See also page 23, line 29 - page 
24, line 5. 

1 .5 Judging from the examples (e.g. example 2 where PMMA is mentioned as a 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



PCT/US00/26796 



"polyester") it could be assumed the applicant considers (methyl) esterified poly 
(acrylic) acids as being polyesters. This seems, however, not to concur with the 
usual interpretation of the term (Art. 6 PCT). 

1 .6 Moreover, on page 22, line 21 ff . it is stated that the acrylic dispersion is an 
ethylene acrylic acid dispersion which can be present in an amount of 46-90 
weight% (see also examples 6 and 7). Ethylene acrylic acid dispersions are not 
considered to be (or to form) polyesters. This introduces serious doubt as to the 
meaning and scope of the claims (Art. 6 PCT). 

1 .7 In fact it appears that no example supports the application of classical polyesters 
(Art. 6 PCT). Moreover, it could even be found that the application lacks sufficient 
disclosure for enabling the person skilled person to carry out the invention over 
the entire scope claimed (Art. 5 PCT). 

1 .8 It is also not entirely clear what the provision "the polyester layer does not 
comprise thermosetting materials" implies (Art. 6 PCT). It seems from the 
description that the composition can comprise at least cross-linked polymers, 
which could on the other hand be considered as constituting thermosetting 
materials (or at least thermoset materials). 

1 .9 Moreover, it is not absolutely clear what could be considered as being a 
sublimation dye. There seem to be no specific and unambiguous definition of the 
term (Art. 6 PCT). It would appear that essentially any known dye could be used 
according to the invention [see page 21 , lines 7-1 1]. 

2. The term "flexographic" as used in claim 3 appears to have no specific meaning 
and is thus unclear (Art. 6 PCT). 

2.1 The expression "performance additives" as used in claim 16 has no specific 
meaning and is thus unclear (Art. 6 PCT). 

2.2 Claim 20 does not limit the subject matter of claim 18 as no additional features are 
defined (Art. 6 PCT: Lack of conciseness). 
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3. Taking the nature of the invention into consideration the present number of 
independent claims is considered to be excessive (R. 6.1(a) PCT) and should be 
reduced to a minimum number (without redundancy) comprising all essential 
features of the invention (R. 6.3(a) PCT) followed by a limited number of 
dependent claims defining the optional features of preferred embodiments (R. 6.4 
PCT). 

4. The applicant is informed that if the above mentioned objections under Section 
VIII are not satisfactorily overcome, an IPER making use of Section III (No opinion 
due to severe lack of clarity) is likely to be issued. 

Re Item V Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting such statement 

D1: US-A-5 741 387 (COLEMAN KENNETH R) 21 April 1998 (1998-04-21) cited in the 
application 

D2: EP-A-0 351 085 (BRANDYWINE MOTIFS LTD) 17 January 1990 (1990-01- 17) 

1 . Insofar the present invention can be understood (see above section VIII) it 
pertains to various issues of ordinary transfer printing - that is; formation of a 
transfer sheet, the so formed sheet per se and the use of said sheet in transfer 
printing. 

1.1 The sheet is composed by a support covered with a barrier (release) layer which 
is printed with an image using sublimation dyes, which image is covered with a 
thermoplastic (polyester) adhesive layer (hot melt). The latter layer is working as a 
fixation/carrier means for the image when it has been transferred to a receiving 
substrate (e.g. T-Shirt). 

2. D2 discloses a transfer printing sheet comprising a base layer (called substrate), 
an image which is printed with sublimation dye and a coating of a thermoplastic 
acrylic resin [page 2, line 30 - page 3, line 14]. Similarly seems to apply to 
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documents US-A-4 914 079 and US-A-5 679 461 cited in the application. 

2.1 The present invention thus differ over said prior art merely through the application 
of a barrier (release) layer placed between the support and the printed image. 

2.2 However, such barriers and any advantages of employing such are very well 
known in the art of transfer printing. D1 for instance (and apparently documents 
US-A-4 555 436, US-A-4 927 709 and US-A-4 935 300 cited in the application) 
disclose(s) such use [column 4, lines 6-1 1]. 

2.3 D1 discloses a release layer comprising a polymer dispersion comprising for 
instance butadiene-styrene, acrylic resins or copolymers of vinyl acetate and 
ethylene [column 4, lines 13-63]. 

2.4 As no unexpected effect of using such known barrier/release layer in the context 
of the present invention is evident from the application, the subject matter of 
(essentially) independent claims 1, 2, 18, 19, 20 and 22 is not considered to 
involve an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

4. Dependent claims 2-17 and 21 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

4.1 In said claims only slight constructional change in the subject matter of the 
independent claims are defined and which come within the scope of the 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. Consequently, the subject- 
matter of said dependent claims lacks an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

4.2 For instance claims 3-10 merely cites the commonly employed means in the art of 
transfer coating. 

4.3 Claims 1 1 and 12 merely cites known polymer dispersion for use in the barrier 
layer. There seems to be no particular implications of selecting the particular 
polymer defined in claim 13. 
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4.4 Claims 14-17 merely states obvious and commonly known means employed in the 
adhesive coatings of the prior art. 

4.5 Regarding claim 21 it is found obvious to "bundle" all items needed to carry out 
the transfer printing. 

5. In view of the clarity issues and particular in the fact that each individual 
step/feature of the invention (and any technical effect linked to these) are know 
per se - and no unexpected combined effect is evident, it is at present not clear 
which part of the application could form basis for a new set of claims being both 
novel and inventive and which do not violate Art.s 6 and/or 34(2)(b) PCT. 

6. Industrial applicability is, however, self-evident for the subject matter of all claims 
(Art. 33(4) PCT). 

Re Item VII Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The unit "mils" does not appear to be internationally recognized (R. 10.1 (d) PCT). 
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I. Basis fth report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -43 as originally f iled 
Claims, No.: 

1 -22 as originally filed 
Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

« 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-22 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-22 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-22 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -43 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-22 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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3. Taking the nature of the invention into consideration the present number of 
independent claims is considered to be excessive (R. 6.1(a) PCT) and should be 
reduced to a minimum number (without redundancy) comprising all essential 
features of the invention (R. 6.3(a) PCT) followed by a limited number of 
dependent claims defining the optional features of preferred embodiments (R. 6.4 
PCT). 

4. The applicant is informed that if the above mentioned objections under Section 
VIII are not satisfactorily overcome, an IPER making use of Section III (No opinion 
due to severe lack of clarity) is likely to be issued. 

Re Item V Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting such statement 

D1 : US-A-5 741 387 (COLEMAN KENNETH R) 21 April 1 998 (1 998-04-21 ) cited in the * 
application 

D2: EP-A-0 351 085 (BRANDYWINE MOTIFS LTD) 17 January 1990 (1990-01- 17) 

1 . Insofar the present invention can be understood (see above section VIII) it 
pertains to various issues of ordinary transfer printing - that is; formation of a 
transfer sheet, the so formed sheet per se and the use of said sheet in transfer 
printing. 

1.1 The sheet is composed by a support covered with a barrier (release) layer which 
is printed with an image using sublimation dyes, which image is covered with a 
thermoplastic (polyester) adhesive layer (hot melt). The latter layer is working as a 
fixation/carrier means for the image when it has been transferred to a receiving 
substrate (e.g. T-Shirt). 

2. D2 discloses a transfer printing sheet comprising a base layer (called substrate), 
an image which is printed with sublimation dye and a coating of a thermoplastic 
acrylic resin [page 2, line 30 - page 3, line 14]. Similarly seems to apply to 
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Re Item VIII Certain observations on the international application 

1 . It is obviously an essential feature of the present invention that it employs a 

(thermoplastic) polyester layer as covering for the sublimation dye image on the 
transfer sheet and eventually as (hot melt) binder for the image on the substrate 
[see in particular page 3, lines 23-26]. 

1.1 In the description it is stated that any polyester can be used and that the layer can 
"include" polyacrylates and/or vinyl acetates [page 23, lines 25-28]. 

1 .2 It is not found plausible that any amount of any polyester in combination with any 
additives (as implicitly claimed) will in fact serve the intended purpose (Art. 33(3) 
and R. 6(3) PCT) [page 3, lines 23-26]. From the description it emanates that the 
polyester and the polyester composition must fulfill certain criteria such as having 
certain melting points in order to allow for the desired result. The claims are thus 
found to be unjustified broad and to lack sufficient support (Art. 5, 6 and R. 6.3(a) 
PCT). 

1.3 Commonly "polyester" is interpreted as a material comprising a major amount of 
polyester resin (typically formed by polycondensation of (di)carboxylic acids with 
(di)hydroxyl alcohols). 

1 .4 However, the present description seems to induce doubt as to what the applicant 
would in fact consider as constituting a "polyester" or a "polyester layer" cf. the 
use of said terms in the claims. For instance, on page 22, line 18ff. it is stated that 
the polyester layer can comprise (a) a polyester or polyester/copolymer blend or 
acrylic dispersion , (b) an elastomeric emulsion, (c) water and (d) a plasticizer. As 
"acrylics" not necessarily are to be classified as "polyester" (although acrylic acid 
in theory can be used to form such), it would appear that the polyester layer does 
not need to contain any polyester in the classical sense (i.e. with the ester bonds 
sequentially placed in the polymer's main chain ). This introduces doubt as to the 
meaning and scope of the claims (Art. 6 PCT). See also page 23, line 29 - page 
24, line 5. 

1 .5 Judging from the examples (e.g. example 2 where PMMA is mentioned as a 
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"polyester") it could be assumed the applicant considers (methyl) esterified poly 
(acrylic) acids as being polyesters. This seems, however, not to concur with the 
usual interpretation of the term (Art. 6 PCT). 

1 .6 Moreover, on page 22, line 21 ff. it is stated that the acrylic dispersion is an 
ethylene acrylic acid dispersion which can be present in an amount of 46-90 
weight% (see also examples 6 and 7). Ethylene acrylic acid dispersions are not 
considered to be (or to form) polyesters. This introduces serious doubt as to the 
meaning and scope of the claims (Art. 6 PCT). 

1 .7 In fact it appears that no example supports the application of classical polyesters 
(Art. 6 PCT). Moreover, it could even be found that the application lacks sufficient 
disclosure for enabling the person skilled person to carry out the invention over 
the entire scope claimed (Art. 5 PCT). 

1 .8 It is also not entirely clear what the provision "the polyester layer does not 
comprise thermosetting materials" implies (Art. 6 PCT). It seems from the 
description that the composition can comprise at least cross-linked polymers, 
which could on the other hand be considered as constituting thermosetting 
materials (or at least thermoset materials). 

1 .9 Moreover, it is not absolutely clear what could be considered as being a 
sublimation dye. There seem to be no specific and unambiguous definition of the 
term (Art. 6 PCT). It would appear that essentially any known dye could be used 
according to the invention [see page 21 , lines 7-1 1]. 

2. The term "flexographic" as used in claim 3 appears to have no specific meaning 
and is thus unclear (Art. 6 PCT). 

2.1 The expression "performance additives" as used in claim 16 has no specific 
meaning and is thus unclear (Art. 6 PCT). 

2.2 Claim 20 does not limit the subject matter of claim 18 as no additional features are 
defined (Art. 6 PCT: Lack of conciseness). 
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documents US-A-4 914 079 and US-A-5 679 461 cited in the application. 

2.1 The present invention thus differ over said prior art merely through the application 
of a barrier (release) layer placed between the support and the printed image. 

2.2 However, such barriers and any advantages of employing such are very well 
known in the art of transfer printing. D1 for instance (and apparently documents 
US-A-4 555 436, US-A-4 927 709 and US-A-4 935 300 cited in the application) 
disclose(s) such use [column 4, lines 6-11]. 

2.3 D1 discloses a release layer comprising a polymer dispersion comprising for 
instance butadiene-styrene, acrylic resins or copolymers of vinyl acetate and 
ethylene [column 4, lines 13-63]. 

2.4 As no unexpected effect of using such known barrier/release layer in the context 
of the present invention is evident from the application, the subject matter of 
(essentially) independent claims 1, 2, 18, 19, 20 and 22 is not considered to 
involve an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

4. Dependent claims 2-17 and 21 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

4.1 In said claims only slight constructional change in the subject matter of the 
independent claims are defined and which come within the scope of the 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. Consequently, the subject- 
matter of said dependent claims lacks an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

4.2 For instance claims 3-10 merely cites the commonly employed means in the art of 
transfer coating. 

4.3 Claims 1 1 and 12 merely cites known polymer dispersion for use in the barrier 
layer. There seems to be no particular implications of selecting the particular 
polymer defined in claim 13. 
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4.4 Claims 14-17 merely states obvious and commonly known means employed in the 
adhesive coatings of the prior art. 

4.5 Regarding claim 21 it is found obvious to "bundle" all items needed to carry out 
the transfer printing. 

5. In view of the clarity issues and particular in the fact that each individual 
step/feature of the invention (and any technical effect linked to these) are know 
p er se . anc j no unexpected combined effect is evident, it is at present not clear 
which part of the application could form basis for a new set of claims being both 
novel and inventive and which do not violate Art.s 6 and/or 34(2)(b) PCT. 

6. Industrial applicability is, however, self-evident for the subject matter of all claims 
(Art. 33(4) PCT). 

Re Item VII Certain defects in the international application 

1. The unit "mils" does not appear to be internationally recognized (R. 10.1(d) PCT). 
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